
SEPTEMBER  2010 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

Sunday afternoon,  the Session gathered for a ñtime awayò ï a kind of mini - retreat, at 
Peace Lutheran Church.  The centerpiece of our thinking was a presentation by the Rev. Tom 
Mellott, the pastor of the First United Methodist Church of Bowling Green.  Rev. Tom helped us 

think about a topic that is becoming more and more dear to our hearts ï our hospitality as a 
church.  His point was that Jesus was radically hospitable ï intensely concerned for all  those 

whose path he crossed  -  and that we are called to do the same.  
 

As the two of us thought it over, our minds went back to our home in New York when 
we were raising our boys.  We didnôt do everything right by a long shot, but we did become 
known in our neighborhood as a significant, interesting and safe place.   We were always 

conspicuously inviting to kids ï at first with a little slide, swing and climber; then with a 
trampoline; then a basketball court; then a garage - turned - into - teen -den.  There was one key 

rule:   no one could come over and play when we werenôt home.   
 
We became known for off -beat birthday parties; the meeting place of Cub Scout Den 4; 

a place where people actually sat down and ate dinner together (and said/sang a prayer!), 
with guests welcome.  Because we were half - time each co -pastors, a parent was usually 

home, with a snack and an interested ear available.  Halloween was always memorable, as 
was New Yearôs Eve and the occasional tea-party or craft extravaganza.   A few of the 
neighbors became interested in our church, though most did not.  One troubled little boyôs life 

was completely transformed ï ñsavedò, so to speak - because of his connection, first with us, 
and then with the church.  

 
Adults of course knew that we were the Presbyterian ministers.  This was considered a 

bit odd, but at the same time it helped them feel that their children/youth were safe over at 

our place, and that there would be some limits to the chaos allowed.   And there were a few 
defining moments on the adult level ï a picnic for a re -settled family from Kosovo who knew 

no English (except the name ñMichael Jordanò), and a series of open-houses.  
 
Looking back on it, we of course see the short -comings, and wish we could have some 

ñdo-overs.ò  But, over time, we at least took our best shot at being a truly hospitable home, 
well -known in the neighborhood as a trust -worthy, fun, welcoming place.  

 
And this, of course, is what we all hope for at the church.  Jesus calls us to be known 

and trusted by every person  in our neighborhood ï most especially the children and youth.  

We have a great start ï weôre very conspicuous, and the Deacons Shop, the Pumpkin Patch, 
Boy Scouts, NA and AA, our music programs and the Deacons Party all bring folks into our 

doors for positive purposes.  But Jesus calls us to know and be concerned for all  our neighbors 
ï to love them as He loves them.  Itôs a great agenda, and it will be great fun as we open 
ourselves up to being a radically hospitable church, doing what Jesus would do.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

First Presbyterian Church 
The Crier Newsletter 



The Gleaning season will be opening up as soon 

as the first harvests are completed.  The Gleaning 
Team is anxiously for this time and we encourage 
any and all who wish to help collect the food from 

these fields for the Food Pantry and Kitchens to let 
us know. We need workers and pick -up trucks. 

Please call the church office (352 -5176) with your 
name and email address so you can be notified as 

we receive the dates, times, and locations.  

Peacemaking Offering -  with the end of summer, 
start of school, beginning of fall it is time to gear up 

for the generous giving we always do for this special 

offering.  

The purpose of the Peacemaking offering is to:  

¶ Enhance good relationships  

¶ Break down barriers and open up togetherness 

in the community and across the world through 

such organizations as C.A.S.A., jail ministries, 

and migrant ministries.  

The collection date is Sunday, October 3 , as we 
share the holy meal of communion on World 

Communion Sunday. 25% of the offering for local 
use, and the Session has decided to use it as seed 

money for a free, all - neighborhood dinner/festival 

next year.  

 

We regret to share with the congregation the news 
that the missionary we were looking forward to 

hosting will be unable to be with us in October due 
to the situation in the Middle East. We are very sad 
and disappointed that Hendrik will not be with us.  

It is also very sad because we have heard that the 
General Assembly has pulled funding for the next 

year. This is likely the last year of the Synod Mission 
to the USA Program.  We ask that you please keep 

Hendrik and the other missionaries in your prayers.  

      Judy Long  
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Session Members  

Bob Callecod  

Libby Dachik  

Anna Erfman  

Cathy Horger  

Dave Hyslop  

Judy Long  

Wendy Novotny  

Pam Orr  

Susan Platz  

Marcy St. John  

Chris Williams  

 

Deacon Members  
Sharon Barnett  

Sandy Carsey  

Dave Chilson  

Betty Duquette  

Carol Lashuay  

Dick Martin  

Linda Myers  

Stewart Orr  

Dale Smith  

Gale Swanka  

Bob Vincent  

Carol Wilson  

 

Trustee Members  
John Barnes  

Charles Codding, Jr.  

Bill Crone  

Gary DeLong  

Brent DeVries  

Joyce Kepke  

Jan Larson  

Jane Quinn  

Martha Sears  

    

MISSION UPDATES  



    BGSU  welcomes almost a thousand foreign students to its campus 

    each year. Many are eager to learn about American family life in 

    addition to their university experience.   The International Friendship 

    Program matches interested students with local families for informal 

    get - togethers, meals, family functions, outings, etc.   There is NO  

    financial or housing obligation associated with this program.  

    You may do as much or as little as your schedules and mutual  

    interests suggest. Some students may only have time to meet with 

their "family" (which can be a single person, retired couple, widow or widower, etc.) 

occasionally while others may enjoy more frequent contact.   Please consider participating in the 

enriching experience for both student and family  as the need is great.   To speak with someone 

about the program call Phyllis Oster at 419 352 -4360 or Betty Laukhuf at 352 -0685.   Or, email 

Phyllis at poster@bgsu.edu . 

The Deaconsô Shop would like to thank everyone who was able to                                  

bring in menôs trousers.  They do still need large size trash bags                                         

(33 gal. type).  If you are able to donate those please bring them to                                     

the church office.  Thank you.  

 

   

     CROP walk is a cominô!  It will be held at Bowling Green City 

     Park on Saturday, Sept. 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  We hope 

     for a good representation from First Presbyterian Church, both 

     walkers and contributors.  If you prefer to be the latter, checks 

     may be made out to CWS/CROP and given to Bob Vincent, 

     Craig Blair, or Lyn Long.  

Up to 25% of money raised in a CROP Hunger Walk supports hunger fighting efforts in the local 

community. Funds from ours will go to the Bowling Green Christian Food Pantry which is being 

inundated with requests for food. CROP Walks in 2009 provided over $4 million dollars to some 

3,000 soup kitchens and food pantries across the U.S. (Ours received $1,003.20).  

The 2009 CROP Walk raised over 15 million dollars to assist hungry people around the world, 

providing food and other essentials to those recovering from disasters as well as tools and 

training to communities as the seek to establish food security for themselves in places like 

Guatemala, Indonesia, Haiti, Cambodia, Kenya and more.  

Please consider being a walker and requesting donations...or a sponsor of someone who is 

walking.  

Lyn Long (419/352 -8019)  pmclong33@gmail.com  

mailto:poster@bgsu.edu


 
 

Chancel Choir (For teenagers and adults )  

Begins Thursday, September 9 at 7:00 PM in the         Choir Room  
 

The Chancel Choir sings every Sunday beginning September 12 

(rehearsal at 9:00 and service at 10:00 AM) 
 

WE NEED SOPRANOS, ALTOS, TENORS, AND BASSES  TO SWELL OUR 
RANKS 

This group loves music and has a rewarding time practicing it. 

 

Tintinnabulator Bell Choir  
 (For teenagers and adults )  

Begins Thursday, September 16 at 8:15 PM in Room 36  

(6 octaves of bells) 

 

 

Presby Overtones  

( For grades 3 to 7 & any interested parent! )  

Begins Wednesday, September 29 at 5:30 in Room 36  

  For information, call Nancy Wolcott 352 -2160 or Vernon Wolcott 372 -2192  
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25th Organ Anniversary Concert  

The 25th Organ Anniversary Concert at First Presbyterian Church, 126 S. Church St., 

Bowling Green, will take place Sunday, October 3, at 4 pm.  

Music to be heard will include Franckôs Psalm 150 with the chancel choir directed by Nancy 

Wolcott, Mozartôs Church Sonata K. 336 for organ and strings, and works by Couperin, 

Bach, Ives and Cage with Vernon Wolcott, organ.  

Oberlin organ builder John Leek will be present to comment on the design and 

construction of his instrument.  A reception will follow.  



Birthdays  

Sept. 2  Corey Duquette                                                        
Sept. 4  Julie Fiscus                                                              
Sept. 7  Andrew Hanna                                                         
Sept. 8  Sharon Dimon                                                           
Sept. 10 Marilyn Beattie, Chris Williams                                  
Sept. 11 Ken North, Susan Platz                                             
Sept. 14 Camille Casado, Lolita Guthrie                                    
Sept. 15 Tommy Reddin                                                             
Sept. 18 David Codding                                                         
Sept. 20 Nancy Wolcott                                                          
Sept. 22 Terry Dunn, Janet Hammersmith                                    
Sept. 23 Tom Anderson                                                         
Sept. 28 Andy Housholder                                                            
Sept. 29 Leigh Kendrick                                                                       
Sept. 30 Peggy Boren 

Anniversaries  

Sept. 1  Tom & Sylvia Anderson - 54 years     
Sept. 1  Tim & Betty Duquette - 31 years        
Sept. 13 Gary & Carolyn Layne - 11 years       
Sept. 19 Charles & Jennifer Codding, Jr. - 18 years 
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Sept. Birthdays & Anniversaries  THE STAFF AT FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Ministers: All our members!  

Co-Pastor Mary Jane Saunders 

pastormaryjane@bgpresb.org 
419/352 -5176  

Co-Pastor Gary Saunders 
pastorgary@bgpresb.org        
419/352 -5176  

Nancy Wolcott,              

Director of Music                        
419/352 -2160  

Dr. Vernon Wolcott, Organist 

vwolcot@bgnet.bgsu.edu                        
419/352 -2160  

Adriane Weisert, DCE, 
adrianeweisert_dce@hotmail 

419/494 -1343  

Beth Aldridge,                      
Youth Group Coordinator 
bethaldridge@gmail.com 
419/307 -3077  

Tammy L. Schnitker,            
Office Administrator 

bgpresb@wcnet.org                      
419/352 -5176  

Kim Wynar, Nursery Provider  

Tim Duquette, Sexton                             

 

Office Information  

Phone (419) 352 -5176  

e-mail at 

bgpresb@wcnet.org  

fax 352 -8808  

Website address -

www.bgpresb.org  

Monday : Church Closed  

Tues. - Thurs : 8:30 a.m. -

9:00 p.m.  

Friday : 8:30 -3  

 

From the Trustees - Church Hours 

After much discussion the Trustees and Session have come to a decision that our 
church is vulnerable because we are open at all hours of the day and evening.    We 
frequently find strangers  walking through our building at odd hours who have no 
reason to be in the church.   We also have had items that have 
disappeared.   Therefore, beginning on September 9, the hours the church will be open 
are as follows: 

          Monday:   closed 

          Tuesday-Friday:   9:00 a.m. ς 9:00 p.m. 

          Saturday:   9 am to noon 

          Sunday:   8 am ς 1 pm, 7 pm-9 pm 

The trustees will review the hours after a few months and make any needed 
revisions.   It is sad that we will have to plan our trips to the church during the posted 
hours.   It is our hope that closing the building will provide better security for the our 
staff , our members and our beautiful church.  If you find you need to get into the 
church at a time when it is closed, please call the church office, Joyce Kepke or one of 
the pastors. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS  

SEPTEMBER 2010  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   Save the date! Presbyterian Women of Maumee Valley Presbytery will be 

   gathering at First Presbyterian Church in Maumee on Saturday, October 2 .  

   The morning emphasis will be on human trafficking...a very real problem in 

   northwest Ohio and one we might prefer to ignore. Speakers addressing this 

   issue include an FBI agent, a representative from Second Chance, (an  

   organization which tries to return girls whoôve been lured into prostitution 

   back to living a normal life...and one which our local Presbyterian Women 

   have supported financially), and Senator Teresa Fedor.  

    The United Methodist Women of Trinity Church extend a very 

    personal invitation to the women of our church to attend their annual 

    Autumn Breakfast. The breakfast will be held at Trinity United  

    Methodist, 200 N. Summit St., BG on Saturday, September 11  at 

    8:45 a.m.  A program will follow the breakfast.  The purpose of the 

    event  is to share a time of ecumenical fellowship in the Spirit of 

    Christ.  Please make reservations by calling the Trinity church office 

    at 353 -9031.  ALL  women are invited and encouraged to attend.  

Need a ride? Call Lyn Long (352 -8019).  

JOIN US FOR A FALL SOCIAL! 

  WHO:     ALL WOMEN ( + GUESTS) OF THE CHURCH 

  WHAT:   ! ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦǊŜŜ ōǊǳƴŎƘΤ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΧ /ƻƳŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ  
    friends and meet new friends as we start the new church program year. 

  WHERE: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL 

  WHEN:  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2010 AT 11:30 A.M. (FOLLOWING WORSHIP) 

  COST:  A DONATION (IF YOU SO DESIRE) TO DEFRAY THE COST OF THE BRUNCH   
 twh±L595 .¸ ¢I9 a9bΩ{ C9[[h²{ILt Dwh¦t 

  INFORMATION:  We will need reservations so please call or email  JANET SORRELLS,               
 419-575-5329  OR janread54@msn.com OR the church office, 419-352-5176 by Sunday, 
 September 19th (or you will be called.) 

 Sponsored by Presbyterian Women 

  REMINDER: All women of our church are Presbyterian Women 

mailto:janread54@msn.com


The Kindred Spirit Circle 
will hold it's first Fall 
meeting on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 7:00 p.m . 
in the Green Lounge. We 
will be starting this year's 
study of the book of 
Revelation. Read the 
introductory material, the 
first chapter of Revelation 
and Lesson One in our 
study guide "An 
Apocalypse, and Author and 
a Witness. Devotions: Alyce 
Platz. Program: Lois A. 
Cheney. Hostess: Pat 
Cochrane. 

Everyone invited - Members of the 
congregation are invited to join the 
CIRCLE OF JOY on Wednesday, 
September 8 at 2 p.m . which will feature 
special guest speaker Kyle Ingle.  Dr. 
Ingle, who comes to NW Ohio from 
southern Mississippi, is an assistant 
professor in the School of Leadership and 
Policy Studies in the College of Education 
and Human Development at BGSU. He 
will share stories of his Jewish upbringing 
and discuss fundamentals of the Jewish 
faith. It promises to be and educational 
and entertaining program so please join us 
September 8 at 2 p.m. in the church 
library. 

PRESBYTERIAN  

WOMEN  

NEWS  

SEPTEMBER 2010  

 

We received the following thank you note from Anne Moser, Helen 

Lakofskyôs daughter to the entire First Presbyterian Church family: 

ñDear Members of First Presbyterian Church,  

 Thank you so much for the cards, calls and visits you made to my mother 

whiles she was still alive. They meant a great deal to her. Your continued support 

(including hugs) meant a lot to my sister and me after she passed.   

 Even after 20 years, I still feel at home in your church. Through your 

prayers, you made Godõs presence felt. 

 Again,  òThanks.ó 

 Anne Moser   
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First Friday  

First Friday in September on the River!  Start Labor Day weekend with dinner by the Maumee on 
September 3.  We have reservations for 6:00 pm at Zia's , an Italian restaurant at the Docks across 
the river from downtown Toledo.   Please email Susan Dunn if you would like to attend 
(sdunn@bgsu.edu).  Carpooling arrangement can be made if needed. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH   
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 IS THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH .  This means it is "Food 
Offering Sunday"! We will be bringing a basket of donated food forward during the offering time for 
the blessing along with our monetary offerings. All food donated will go to the BG Christian Food 
Pantry located here in Bowling Green. (the entry foyer at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the lobby 
area located by the church office. 

Items always needed at the food pantry are:  

  *Noodles  

  *Cereal  

  *Canned fruit & vegetables            

  *Cake, frosting & brownie mix  

  *Jams & jelly   

  *Coffee & tea   

  *Pancake mix & syrup   

  *Soup         

  *Canned beef stew 

Please be sure to check the expiration dates on any food you bring in. The Food Pantry is unable to 
accept food past the expiration date. 

 

mailto:sdunn@bgsu.edu
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The Shepherd Newsletter                        A Newsletter from the Christian Education Team  

Christian Ed Team  

Adriane Weisert, DCE 

419/494 -1343 

adrianeweisert_dce@hot

mail.com  

Beth Aldridge, Youth 

Coordinator          

419/307 -3077 

fpcbgyouth@gmail.com  

Pam Orr, elder liaison 

419/353 -2014 

orrp@mb.noacsc.org  

Terri McNamara   

419/352 -1621 

mcnamara@wcnet.org  

Deb Reddin          

419/686 -1905 

reddin@metalink.net  

Linda Myers         

419/352 -2053 

lmyers@dacor.net  

Nancy Wolcott          

Music Director      

419/352 -2160  

 

 

 

 

 

    Children's Church  

   Our Fall season is having a makeover!  This fall we  
   will be trying out our "Sunday school" class during  
   the Jr. Worship time!  We will be enjoying   
   rotation programming, which means that there will  
   be lots of fun with music, games, crafts, drama and  
   story time!  We will continue to use the Akaloo!  
   curriculum and learn about the mission of the  
   church, God's love for us and how we can show one 
another.  Come join us for lots of fun!  Our program is open for kids in the 
nursery all the way through 5th grade.  Please contact the church office or 
email Adriane if you have any questions. 

Adult Sunday School  

Adult Sunday School is going to be starting up during the after worship 
hour in September.  We will be continuing the "Living the Questions" DVD 
series and then moving on into another series by the same company.  We 
have had a wonderful and insightful time with our discussions after the 
videos.  This is a cutting edge series with wide-open discussions. We 
encourage you to come and try it out! 

    Rally Sunday  

   Rally Sunday is coming!  We will be kicking off all of 
   our Christian Education programs on September 12 
   after our worship service.  Join us in the Fellowship 
   hall for pizza bites and refreshments while enjoying  
   each other's company.  While you're down there,  
   please take a look at our display boards which were 
   created by each team that functions in our   
   church.  Its a great way to get to know what   
   programs we have and how you can get   
   involved!  Take a few minutes and try out the "kids  
   in church trivia" and see how many answers you  
   can get right.  See you there! 

Thinking  ahead to Harvest Time...  

Fall is coming and that means lots of orange!  We will be having our 
annual Pumpkin Patch again this year to help support Christian 
Education programs, camp scholarships and retreats.  Keep watching the 
bulletin and Crier for details on when the pumpkins are coming and how 
you can help! 
  
Trunk or Treat is coming on October 31!  Start thinking of a fun, clever or 
scary way to decorate the trunk of your car so we can treat the kids of our 
congregation.  Details will be coming in next month's Crier. 




